
Day 1: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
Dar es Salaam is known as the ‘city of peace’ and is the largest
city in Tanzania. It is also the gateway over to Zanzibar Island.

We meet up early evening for a Pre- Departure Meeting at our
camp. The camp is on the white sandy shores of the Indian
Ocean with a swimming pool and a bar/restaurant. During the
meeting we discuss “overland truck life” and make arrangements
for our island break on the beautiful Zanzibar. We have our first
group meal and relax.

Distance: 0 kms
Est. Drive Time: 0 hours
Meals: X1 Dinner

Days 2 – 5: Stay on Zanzibar Island
Day 2
A ferry journey this morning takes us to the port of Stone Town,
the ancient capital of Zanzibar Island.

Arriving in the early afternoon, we check into our simple local
lodge within the traditional capital.

With its classic Swahili architecture of towers, courtyards and
narrow alleys fronting onto shops, houses and mosques, the old
town will capture your imagination. Mainly built of coral stone in
the 19th century, the buildings have large verandahs with wooden
balustrades and elegantly decorated balconies, and distinctly
ornate wooden doors often decorated with brass studs. A Spice
Tour on the island allows you to test different spices and fruits as
well as find out a little of the island’s history. City tours also offer
more fascinating details about the old town which is a UNESCO
World Heritage site.

As the day ends, enjoy sundowners at Africa House whilst
watching the traditional dhows sail in the harbour against the
sunset and wander the evening food markets for Zanzibar pizza
and other seafood delicacies.

Distance: 0 kms
Est. Drive Time: 0 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast

Days 3 – 5
Day three sees us heading to the beach for a three-night stay in
beach cottages at Kendwa to the north west of the island. Here
you can relax on the long white palm-fringed beaches, and
snorkel and swim in the warm waters of the Indian
Ocean. There are fun beach bars and beach volleyball.

There are also different excursions to enjoy.

An hour away from Stone Town you can take a walk in the Jozani
Forest, home to the indigenous red colobus monkeys. The forest
has a special elevated walkway through the mangroves.

Zanzibar also offers some of the best diving and snorkeling in
Africa, and trips can be booked from the Dive Centre near our
beach accommodation to nearby reefs or further afield. Amongst
colourful corals, a variety of fish species can be seen as well as
dolphins, huge rays and hammerhead sharks. Visit Prison Island
with its giant Aldabra tortoise and snorkel in crystal clear coral

waters. Mnemba Atoll is a boat ride away just off the north east
coast, and has superb corals and gorgeous schools of reef fish.
Turtles who breed on the island, and dolphins, can be seen with
a little luck. Seasonal whale shark and humpback whales can
be seen gliding past. Fishing trips can also be booked, and
some areas offer kite surfing.

Everyone usually stays at our regular shared accommodation.
Alternatively if you might like a room to yourself or a choice of
alternative accommodation options including at other
destinations on the island, feel free to talk to us as to options.

Distance: 0 kms
Est. Drive Time: 0 hours
Meals: X3 Breakfasts

Optional excursions: City tour, snorkelling, scuba diving,
Mnemba Island, Turtle Sanctuary visit, Prison Island with a
visit to the Aldabra tortoise, Jozani Forest to view the red
colobus monkey.

Days 6 – 7: Zanzibar Island to Arusha
We head back to Dar by ferry on day six before staying the night
in the historical coastal town of Bagamoyo. Steeped in 18th
century Swahli history, Bagamoyo was one of the most
important settlements along the East African coast and the
terminus of the trade caravan route linking Lake Tanganyika with
the sea. Slaves, ivory, salt and copra were unloaded here before
being shipped to Zanzibar Island and elsewhere.

Early the next morning, dawn sees us on the road north to travel
through lush surroundings and beside the stunning Usambara
mountain range as we make our way to the bustling town of
Arusha. On a clear day it is sometimes possible to see the snow
clad Mount Kilimanjaro. At 5,895 metres it is Africa’s highest
mountain.

Distance over two days: 665 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 6: 2 hours
Est. Drive Time, Day 7: 11 - 12 hours incl. lunch stop
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners
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Day 8: Arusha to Simba Camp, Ngorongoro Crater
This morning we leave the shadow of Mount Meru and drive
through Maasai towns and villages to reach the gate of the
Ngorongoro Crater.

The Ngorongoro Crater is a large, unbroken volcanic caldera,
formed 2-3 million years ago. It is home to the “Big 5” and a
Noah’s ark for wildlife including lion, leopard, elephant, rhino,
buffalo, wildebeest, zebra, cheetah, hyena, jackal, warthog and
more. We stop for photos at the Lookout on the edge of the
Crater for a wide panoramic view over the area.

We then head down onto the Crater floor for our first intensive
game drive in 4X4 landcruisers with open pop-up top roofs.

After our afternoon game drives we head back up to the Crater
rim where the overland truck and camp waits. Our camp is up
high tonight so we wrap up warm, as temperatures drop!

Distance: 195 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 - 4 hours incl. photo stops
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Afternoon game drive, Ngorongoro
Crater
Vehicle for game drive: 4x4 land cruiser with pop up roof

Day 9: Simba Camp to Ngiri Camp, Central Serengeti
Travelling slow transit through the Ngorongoro Conservation Area
we head towards the plains of the Serengeti. Ngorongoro
Conservation Area is in northern Tanzania. It’s home to “big 5”
game (elephant, lion, leopard, buffalo, rhino). Huge herds of
wildebeests and zebras traverse its plains during their annual
migration. Livestock belonging to the semi-nomadic Maasai tribe
graze alongside wild animals. Fossils found in the Olduvai Gorge
date back millions of years.

Maasai villages can be seen dotted around the countryside, the
homes of traditional nomadic pasturalists that can be seen
tending their herds of goats and cattle as they have done for
more than 500 years. The Maasai are easily spotted in their
bright checked shukas which are worn wrapped over their body.
We can stop off for a visit on our drive.

On leaving the mountainous Conservation area dropping to the
open plains of the vast Serengeti, we enter at Naabi Gate for
afternoon game drives on the overland truck.

We are now in a vast park of open plains, acacia-studded
savanna with wooded hills and spectacular mountains. The truck
is high with large windows and we have wonderful views across
the plains.

Tonight we camp in the very centre of the park.

Distance: 161 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activities: Morning transit drive in Ngorongoro
Conservation Area. Afternoon game drives, Serengeti National
Park
Vehicle for game drives: Overland truck

Optional excursion: Maasai village visit.

Day 10: Ngiri Camp to Bunda
A fresh start for more game drives with now practiced eyes
scanning the vast grasslands. You can enjoy a dawn hot air
balloon ride if you wish this morning for a birds-eye view of the
wildlife below.

Serengeti is home to giraffe, buffalo, hartebeest, warthog,
elephant, lion, cheetah, jackals, baboon, waterbuck, and dik dik
plus much more, and don’t forget to check the trees for well
camouflaged leopard. The park also has wonderful birdlife.
Hippos laze in pools, occasionally exiting the water to show off
their impressive size. This park is also famous as the stage for
the great migration during which over a million wildebeest, zebra
and gazelle move en masse in search of better grazing.

Driving right across the park we exit on the west side at Ikoma
Gate, entering a smaller sub area of the Serengeti Conservation
Area, known as the Grumeti Reserve, through which we transit
on our way out. We arrive late in Bunda to camp at the base of
the Balili Hills.

Distance: 160 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours from Ikoma Gate incl. lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Morning game drives, Serengeti
National Park
Vehicle for game drives: Overland truck

Optional excursions: Ballooning in the Serengeti, Hill walk.

Days 11 - 12: Bunda to Mwanza, Lake Victoria
Our next campsite is by Lake Victoria. Look out for the boats of
local fishermen, fishing for perch and tilapia, and the stunning
rock formations on the waters edge.

The next day is a free day to relax by the lake and explore the
old town of Mwanza.

Distance, Day 11: 156 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 11: 3 - 4 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Day 13: Mwanza to Nyakanazi
Travelling further into rural Tanzania, we are well off the main
tourist drag. We stay in a very simple local guesthouse. The
local children often enjoy providing us with an informal tour
around this small African town. Well away from Western
luxuries, this is a chance to check out what life is like for local
people away from the beaten tourist track. The “Mama” at the
guesthouse cooks a local meal for us.

Distance: 275 kms
Est. Drive Time: 9 hours incl. ferry journey and lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 14 - 15: Nyakanazi to Kigali, Rwanda
Crossing into Rwanda, our first stop is the capital, Kigali, which
sits across several hills, Rwanda being known as “the Land of a
Thousand hills”.

We spend the next morning at The Genocide Memorial, a
sobering and informative museum dedicated to the 1994
genocide as a place of remembrance. More than 250,000
victims of the Genocide are buried here. The rest of the day is
free to explore Kigali city and perhaps visit some other memorial
sites.

Distance, Day 14: 260 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 14: +/- 10.5 hours (depending on the
border) incl. lunch stop
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Visit to the Genocide museum and other
memorial sites.
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Days 16 - 17: Kigali to Kisoro, Uganda
Heading off past tea plantations we are now on our way to
camp in Musanze, near the Ugandan border, and the
mountainous region which is home to the mountain gorillas.
This campsite is set up as a community enterprise. Here you
can try your hand at banana beer making and basket weaving –
simple low key activities organized by local women to provide
funds back to the local village. There is also time in the
afternoon to do a cycling or walking tour as well as time to visit
Musanze town and the Dian Fossey museum.

The following day there is the option to head off early on the
steep trek to visit

Dian Fossey's grave, the American primatologist and
conservationist who undertook an intensive study of the species
and spent her life working for their survival. Her murder remains
shrouded in mystery. We all then meet up later in the day
having crossed into Uganda to stay for two nights in Kisoro in a
simple local guesthouse where we are based while trekking the
endangered mountain gorillas

Distance, Day 16: 115 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 16: 3 hours
Distance, Day 17: 51 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 17: 3 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Banana beer making, basket weaving,
hike or cycling tour, visit to Dian Fossey’s grave. Coffee tour
or Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or Lake Mutande.

Notes: If you wish to trek the gorillas in Rwanda please let us
know at the earliest prior to booking. For those wishing to visit
Dian Fossey’s grave please let us know with good notice before
the tour. For this excursion you will transfer late on day 17 after
the Fossey trek to catch the group up in Kisoro ready for your
gorilla trek on day 18.

Day 18: Kisoro, Uganda
Visiting the gorillas in their Afromontane forest home is magic
and the trek on the volcanic slopes of the Virungas, at altitudes
of up to 3,500 feet gorilla, is one of the trip’s high points.

Only 8 people are permitted to visit each habituated gorilla
family a day to limit contact with humans, and once found you
have an hour to observe the gorillas in their natural habitat.

The gorillas are gentle herbivores, who are regularly found on
the trek munching the day away, when they are not playing or
sleeping. They live in family groups under the charge of an older
dominant male. Known as the silverback, this adult male can
weigh up to 350 lbs. Despite their size, the gorillas are shy and
sensitive creatures, and in great danger of extinction. Against all
odds conservationists have recently upgraded the mountain
gorillas’ conservation status from critically endangered to
endangered thankfully. There is no cause to rest though as
there are still only about 1,000 gorillas, all living in this small
mountain area found in Rwanda, Uganda and the Congo.

In your free time whilst in Kisoro other options are available too
to hike to see the golden monkeys in the lower sections of the
forest, or there are local cultural tours to visit the indigenous
Batwa or Pygmy or a coffee tour to find out about local coffee
production.
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Distance: 0 kms
Est. Drive Time: 0 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Optional excursions: Mountain gorilla trek Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest (Uganda). Golden monkeys trek or orphanage visit.
Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or coffee tour. Lake Mutande.

Day 19: Kisoro, Uganda to Kigali, Rwanda
Today we say our farewells, heading back to the capital city and
usually arriving around lunchtime.

Distance: 136 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X1 Breakfast

Please note safari itineraries are given as a guide only. 
A safari is a journey and true journeys in Africa unfold and
are of an adventurous nature. Feel free to give us a call
about your safari plans. We look forward to your further
enquiries. 


