
Day 1: Kigali, Rwanda, to Kisoro, Uganda
Meeting up early in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, our first day’s
journey takes us through mountainous and lush winding roads
across the border into Uganda. On our journey we can see the
volcanoes of the gorilla parks. 

The pre-departure briefing today introduces you to arrangements
for the first days of the tour, including an introduction to
travelling overland and the upcoming activities. For most the big
highlight is the trek to see the critically endangered mountain
gorilla. 

The afternoon can be spent in the local markets, canoeing on
Lake Mutande and in preparations for the gorilla trek. Other
options are to head out on a coffee tour or to visit a local Batwa
(Pygmy) village.

Distance: 136 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours (depending on the border)
Meal: X1 Dinner

Optional excursions: Coffee tour or Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or
Lake Mutande

Days 2 - 3: Kisoro to Musanze, Rwanda
A gorilla trek in Bwindi Impenetrable Forest is the first big
highlight of our trip.  

Mountain gorillas are only found in this region, in the thickly
forested Virunga Volcanoes, along the borders of Rwanda,
Uganda and the Democratic Republic of Congo, and in
Uganda’s Bwindi Impenetrable Forest and Mgahinga National
Park. The current estimate is that there are about 1,000
remaining mountain gorillas.

On the day of the trek we are divided early morning into trekking
groups to head off for the misty, lush slopes of the volcanoes of
the gorilla park. Our hike takes us initially through local farms
which back onto the national park, before heading into the
gorilla’s forest home. Usually found on the ground the gorillas
live in family groups of up to 35 individuals led by one older
dominant adult male, a silverback, named after the swath of
silver hair that adorns his otherwise dark fur.  The family
structure of a gorilla group often also includes several other
young males, known as black backs, as well as females and
their offspring. When we find the group usually after a few hours
hiking we are allowed an hour with them during which we sit
and enjoy their company as they feed, sleep and while the day
away.  The young ones particularly might be seen swinging from
vines and trees and can be very curious as to their daily visitors.

There are also other different nature and cultural activities
available to do in your free time whilst in Kisoro. If you didn’t
visit a local village on the day you arrived, you can head out to
see the Batwa and/or spend time in a local orphanage. Explore
the local town or find out about rural coffee production on a
coffee tour. Otherwise in the lower reaches of the forest take a
guided morning trek to see the golden monkeys.  

Day three and we return to Rwanda to camp in Musanze, a
small town in the foothills of the Virunga Mountains. This camp

has established some simple community based projects you can
get involved in that gives money back to local women including
basket weaving and banana beer making. 

Alternatively a cycle tour in the local area can be arranged. 

Distance, Day 3: 51 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 3: 3 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners
Included Wildlife Activity: Mountain gorilla trek, Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest (Uganda)

Optional excursions: Golden monkeys trek or orphanage visit.
Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or coffee tour. Lake Mutande. Basket
weaving. Banana beer making. Cycle tour.

Days 4 - 5: Musanze to Kigali
Those wishing to head out on the steep trek to see Dian
Fossey’s grave spend time on day four in the Rwandan forest.
Dian was a fierce supporter of gorilla conservation and spent
much time with the gorillas, as portrayed in the film ‘Gorillas in
the Mist’ starring Sigourney Weaver. 

If you are not trekking we head off early, making our way to the
modern Rwandan capital, Kigali. For those trekking a transfer is
arranged for later in the day through to Kigali. We spend the
next two nights in Kigali, the modern capital of Rwanda. 

Here in Kigali we visit the Genocide Memorial and Museum. The
memorial is a sobering reminder of the horrors of the 1994
genocide, and includes information on the events leading up to
and that took place during this tragic period in Rwanda’s history
from April to June 1994.

There is also time to visit the Nyamata Church Memorial, a
Women’s Centre, Hotel des Mille Collines (well known from the
movie Hotel Rwanda) or to wander in the local markets.
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Distance, Day 4:  115 kms
Est Drive Time, Day 4: 3 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Trek to Dian Fossey’s gravesite, Genocide
Memorial and Museum, Nyamata Memorial.

Day 6: Kigali, Rwanda to Nyakanazi, Tanzania
A winding road brings us out of Rwanda, heading south west via
Rusomo Falls into remote rural Tanzania. We stay tonight in a
small local village hotel and enjoy time with the local children
who are keen to introduce us to their village.  The Mama at the
hotel cooks us a simple local meal. 

Distance: 260 kms
Est. Drive Time:  +/- 10.5 hours (depending on the border)    
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner     

Day 7: Nyakanazi to Mwanza
We are now on the back roads travelling through to Mwanza.
Mwanza is the gateway to the western Serengeti and is situated
by Lake Victoria, the second largest lake in the world. Our
journey includes a ferry crossing to reach the sprawling city.

Distance: 275 kms      
Est. Drive Time: 9 hours, incl. the ferry journey, lunch and
shopping stop 
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Day 8: Mwanza to Bunda
We leave Mwanza to travel to Bunda where we relax before
starting on our game drives in Tanzania’s world famous northern
game parks. There is time to stretch our legs on a hill walk
offering stunning views.

Distance: 156 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 - 4 hours including lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Optional excursion: Hill walk

Day 9: Bunda to Ngiri, Serengeti
This morning we head firstly to the Grumeti, an important
conservation area, home to much wildlife and part of the Mara-
Serengeti ecosystem. We transit slowly through Grumeti en
route to the Ikoma Gate of the Serengeti. After lunch we enter
the Serengeti National Park, the truck having large windows and
height so we can relax, spread out and enjoy all that there is to
be seen in this world famous game park. 

The Serengeti is well known, not just because it hosts the great
migration, but as it is home to so much African wildlife. The Big
Five - lion, leopard, elephant, buffalo and rhino - are all found
here and if that doesn’t impress you then maybe hippos lazing
in water pools, and the large numbers of plains animals – zebra,
giraffe, hyena, eland, gazelle and impala - will. More than a
million wildebeest, hundreds of thousands of plains zebras, and
thousands of Thomson’s gazelles can be found across the
grasslands when the migration is in residence. Large predators
including lions, cheetahs, and hyenas are drawn to the area
also by the abundance of prey. The migratory herds calve
regularly here on the Serengeti plains in February. 

The large rivers in the park, whilst dry for most of the year, flow
and flood during the wet seasons in December, then from
March to May. Even during the dry season though, the water
table is higher along the rivers such as the Grumeti and
because these areas have more water, a dense riverine forest of
evergreen trees grow here, and create a special habitat for other
plants, insects, birds and animals. In all, the Serengeti is
sanctuary to more than 70 large mammal species and more
than 500 bird species. 

Distance to Ikoma Gate, Serengeti: 160 kms 
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours to Ikoma Gate incl. slow transit through
Grumeti. 

Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner     
Included wildlife activity: Afternoon game drive, the Serengeti
National Park
Vehicle for game drive: Overland truck

Day 10: Ngiri, Serengeti to Ngorongoro Crater, Simba
Camp
We are up early this morning for further game drives across the
Serengeti. 

For the best vantage point, a sunrise balloon flight can be
booked in advance as well to float silently over the ancient
plains. 

Around lunchtime we leave the Serengeti to enter Ngorongoro. 

The Ngorongoro Crater is designated as a natural and cultural
World Heritage Site and Biosphere Reserve due to the
biodiversity and range of animals represented across this eco-
system and because of the extraordinary record of human
evolution at the site, which spans such a vast area. A stop over
can be arranged at the Olduvai Gorge Museum time and road
conditions permitting. 

Maasai live across this region as well, surrounded by the wild
animals of the African bush. We drive past traditional Maasai
bomas, with zebra and giraffe in the background. We can stop
over to visit a Maasai village and school en route to enjoy some
traditional dancing. Maasai warriors perform mesmerizing
sequences of leaping movements with songs designed to work
the group into a state of trance.

By late afternoon we are on the rim of Ngorongoro Crater, some
2,000 metres above sea level.  We camp at altitude tonight and
warm up by an open fire listening to the distant calls of hyena
and lion, beneath a blanket of stars.

Distance: 161 kms   
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours          
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner 
Included wildlife activity:  Morning game drive, Serengeti.
Afternoon slow transit drive, Ngorongoro Conservation Area
Vehicle for game drive: Overland truck

Optional excursions: Balloon safari, visit to a Maasai Boma,
Olduvai Gorge Museum depending on road conditions. Please
note if you wish to visit Olduvai Museum you must let the office
know prior to the tour departure. 

Day 11: Ngorongoro Crater to Arusha 
The Ngorongoro Crater is the world’s largest intact volcanic
caldera. Forming a spectacular bowl of about 265 square
kilometres, with sides up to 600 metres deep, it is home to
approximately 30,000 animals at any one time. The Crater rim is
over 2,200 metres high and experiences its own climate.

We descend early morning to the floor of the Crater to game
drive in customised land cruisers with a local guide. During the
morning we might see rhino, hippo, lion, elephant, hyena,
buffalo, zebra, impala, wildebeest, cheetah, monkey, ostrich and
flamingo depending on the season.

Following our morning game drives we travel to Arusha and
civilisation, hot showers, as well as supermarkets! There is
usually time for some market shopping for items such as Tinga
Tinga paintings, beaded jewellery, carvings and other local crafts
on the way.
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A barbecue is prepared for our last dinner together as we recall
our safari stories of the last 11 days.

Distance: 195 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 - 4 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner     
Included wildlife activity: Morning game drives, Ngorongoro
Crater
Vehicle for game drive:4x4 landcruiser with pop up roof

Note: Transfers can be organized to Nairobi, or Arusha and
Kilimanjaro airports the following morning. Please let us know
what you need before departure and we will make the
arrangements for you. 

Please note safari itineraries are given as a guide only. 
A safari is a journey and true journeys in Africa unfold and
are of an adventurous nature. The unexpected can arise, so
do allow for this. Feel free to give us a call about your safari
plans. We look forward to your further enquiries.
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