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Day 1: Kigali, Rwanda to Kisoro, Uganda
We meet you on day one in Kigali, the “land of a thousand
hills”, at 7am. On our first day we travel through to Kisoro,
Uganda, to camp near Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. Meeting up
with the rest of the group you can head out on a coffee tour or
visit a Batwa Pygmy village to start to soak up the local world
around you and get to know others in your group. Some enjoy
visiting Lake Mutande later in the day. The crew will hold a
departure meeting to outline the plans for the next couple of
days including the gorilla trek!

Distance: 136 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X1 Dinner

Optional excursions: Coffee tour or Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or
Lake Mutande.

Days 2 - 3: Kisoro to Musanze, Rwanda
The endangered mountain gorilla population now totals around
1000 individuals, all living in this mountainous region. Permits
are arranged for those that want to trek over these two days.
Time with the gorillas is one of the most poignant and thrilling
wildlife experiences to be had on the planet. Nothing can
prepare you for the impact of encountering a gorilla family as
they sit slowly munching bamboo, the younger gorillas dangling
from trees and tumbling down the thickly vegetated slopes.
There is a morning also to see the golden monkeys in the forest
or some visit an orphanage or spend some time looking around
Kisoro itself, a busy rural town.

By afternoon of day 3 we usually return into Rwanda, a country
with a turbulent history now moving rapidly forward in an
attempt to put their past behind them. This afternoon there is
the option to learn how to make banana beer and do basket
weaving, as well as head out on a bike tour.

Distance, Day 2: 0 kms
Est. Drive Time, day 2: 0 hours
Distance, Day 3: 51 kms
Est. Drive Time, day 3: 3 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Mountain gorilla trek Bwindi Impenetrable
Forest (Uganda). Or golden monkeys trek or orphanage visit.
Batwa (Pygmy) village visit or coffee tour. Lake Mutande. Basket
weaving, banana beer making, bike tour.

Note: If you wish to trek the gorillas in Rwanda please let us
know at the earliest prior to booking.

Days 4 - 5: Musanze to Kigali
For those who fancy it, a visit can be arranged early this
morning to the grave of Dian Fossey in the Rwandan forest.
Dian dedicated her life to protecting the mountain gorillas. Her
life and work is remembered in the film ‘Gorillas in the Mist’.

If you are not trekking, we head off early, making our way to the
capital Kigali, a very European style city. For those trekking, a
transfer is arranged for later in the day.

We spend the next two nights in Kigali, the modern capital of
Rwanda and now a vibrant cosmopolitan city. Here, we visit The
Genocide Memorial and Museum. Opened in 2004, ten years
after the Genocide, the memorial is a deeply moving and stark
reminder of the brutal slaughter of up to 1 million Tutsis and
moderate Hutu over a 100 day period.

Some also take time to visit the Nyamata Church Memorial, a
Women’s Centre, Hotel des Mille Collines (well known from the
movie Hotel Rwanda) or wander in the local markets.

Distance, Day 4: 115 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 4: 3 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Trek to Dian Fossey’s grave, Visit to the
Genocide museum and memorial, Nyamata Church Memorial.

Day 6: Kigali to Nyakanazi, Tanzania
Today we travel to Tanzania, beside the Akagera National Park.
Crossing the Akagera River, the most remote source of the Nile,
we travel well off the beaten track allowing us time to
experience a little of true Africa. We can enjoy a game of local
football and shop in traditional stalls.

Distance: 260 kms
Est. Drive Time: +/- 10.5 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner
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Day 7: Nyakanazi to Mwanza, Lake Victoria
We continue our journey arriving in Mwanza to camp by the
shores of Lake Victoria, the second largest lake in the world.
Here we stock up with supplies for the Serengeti.

Distance: 275 kms
Est. Drive Time: 9 hours incl. ferry journey, lunch and shopping
stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 8 - 9: Mwanza to Ngiri, Central Serengeti
Following our stop over in Bunda, we head to the Serengeti for
our first taste of games drives via The Grumeti, part of the Mara
- Serengeti ecosystem.

Crossing into the Serengeti at Ikoma, we continue onto the
plains of the 14,000 square kilometer Serengeti National Park.
The Serengeti is home to lion, leopard and cheetah as well as
the famous vast herds of wildebeest, gazelle and zebra on which
they prey. We travel past hippo pools and herds of elephants
are often viewed in this section of the park. Travelling further we
are confronted by miles upon miles of the famous sweeping
grasslands.

We set up camp in the heart of the park and enjoy an evening
around the camp fire listening to the sounds of the wild.

Distance to Bunda, Day 8: 156 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 8: 3 – 4 hours incl. lunch stop
Distance to Ikoma Gate, Serengeti, Day 9: 160 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 9: 5 hours to Ikoma Gate incl. slow transit
through Grumeti.
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Included wildlife activity: Afternoon game drive, Serengeti
National Park
Vehicle for game drive: Overland truck

Optional excursion: Hill walk.

Day 10: Ngiri, Serengeti to Ngorongoro Conservation
Area
We are up early for further morning game drives in the
Serengeti.

Traditional Maasai tribesmen can also be found living throughout
the region. The Maasai continue an ancient semi-nomadic
existence basing their wealth and livelihood around their cattle.
With their distinctive red-check blankets the Maasai are possibly
the most well known ethnic group in the region. We can arrange
a visit to a traditional boma (village) whilst here.

We enjoy an evening meal and overnight camp on the Crater rim
beneath a blanket of stars.

Distance: 161 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Morning game drive, Serengeti.
Afternoon slow transit drive, Ngorongoro Conservation Area
Vehicle for game drive: Overland truck

Optional excursions: Balloon safari, visit to a Maasai Boma,
Olduvai Gorge Museum depending on road conditions. Please
note if you wish to visit Olduvai Museum you must let the office
know prior to the tour departure.

Day 11: Ngorongoro Conservation Area to Arusha
We make our descent, down 2,000 feet, into the Ngorongoro
Crater, the world’s largest extinct volcano. Ngorongoro Crater is a
park that never disappoints. Travelling in customised land
cruisers with a local guide we can find rhino, hippo, lion,
elephant, hyena, buffalo, zebra, impala, wildebeest, cheetah,
monkey, ostrich and, depending on the season, flamingo.

Following our morning of game drives, we travel to Arusha, the
old German settlement town situated in the shadow of Mount
Meru. Our journey takes us through local villages on the way.
En route there are numerous market stalls where Maasai display
their ebony carvings, spears and beadworks. We stop in one of
the markets stalls for shopping time permitting.

Distance: 195 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 - 4 hours
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Morning game drives, Ngorongoro
Crater.
Vehicle for game drive: 4x4 landcruiser with pop up roof

Days 12– 13: Arusha to Marangu
We spend the morning in Arusha to shop and explore the town.
After lunch we travel to Marangu at the foot of Kilimanjaro,
Africa’s highest mountain at 5,895 metres, the highest 
freestanding mountain in the world.

The next day there is the option for a day hike in Kilimanjaro
National Park to Mandara hut along the start of the Marangu
route. This is a beautiful walk through tropical forest and on
clear days there are exciting views of both the Kibo and Mawenzi
peaks of the mountain.

Alternatively take a day tour of the Marangu area to visit the
village to learn more of local life, to visit a coffee plantation and
a nearby waterfall.

Distance, Day 12: 120 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 12: 3 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Kilimanjaro day hike, Marangu day tour.

Day 14: Marangu to Bagamoyo or Dar es Salaam
We head south towards the Indian Ocean coast today, where we
park up for a night to make final preparations for our four day
stay on the tropical spice island of Zanzibar.

We retire tonight lulled to sleep by the sound of the waters
lapping nearby and the breeze in the coconut palms.

Distance: 485 kms (545 kms if to Dar)
Est. Drive Time: 9 – 10 hours incl. lunch stop (11 – 12 hours
if to Dar)
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 15 – 18: Optional stay on Zanzibar Island
This morning you can join us for a transfer by ferry for four days
on magical Zanzibar Island. The safari leader will travel over with
the group.

The core arrangements for the visit to Zanzibar Island are made
well ahead of time so we are assured our groups are
comfortable in the popular beach cottages to the north of the
island at Kendwa and for a night in a local lodge in the
traditional capital.
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Zanzibar has a charm you won’t forget. We first head to the
beach for three nights where we can relax in this true barefoot
paradise, enjoy crystal clear warm turquoise waters lapping
against the sandy white beaches, fun beach bars, bbqs of fresh
seafood by the shore line, accompanied by the beat of bongo
drums, and a game or two of beach volleyball. We can also
arrange to swim with the turtles at Nungwi or snorkel and scuba
dive at off Mnemba Atoll amongst corals and tropical fish, where
we sometimes also see dolphin.

For the final night we return to Stone Town, the traditional
capital. At sunset, relax with a fruit cocktail at Africa House, and
enjoy the fun of the night food market at Forodhani Gardens for
your evening meal. Wander the maze of narrow, winding streets,
coral brick houses, and enjoy shopping in the bazaars. A spice
tour is arranged to introduce you to some of the island’s
fascinating history too, and we can visit Prison Island famous for
its giant tortoise, or Jozani Forest to view the rare red colobus
monkeys.

Distance, Day 15: 60 kms Bagamoyo to Dar es Salaam
Est. Drive Time, Day 15: Up to 2 hours Bagamoyo to
Dar es Salaam
Meals, Day 15: X1 Breakfast

Optional excursions: City tour, visit to Jozani Forest and the Red
Colobus monkeys, visit to Prison Island and the giant tortoises.
Scuba diving, snorkelling, or a sunset cruise at the beach.

Day 19: Zanzibar Island to Morogoro
Leaving the island we head west to Morogoro where we stay the
night before continuing our journey.

Distance: 194 kms
Est. Drive Time: 6 hours
Meals: X1 Dinner

Day 20: Morogoro to Iringa
Transiting through Mikumi National Park we often see giraffe
and gazelle by the roadside, before reaching Baobab Valley.
On arrival at The Farmhouse, where we will stay tonight, we
enjoy a traditional meal including chocolate brownies!

Distance: 310 kms
Est. Drive Time: 9 hours incl. lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 21 - 24: Iringa to Kande, Malawi
We move on through the mountains of the southern Rift Valley
on our way to Malawi, a country of diverse and beautiful scenes.
We stay by Lake Malawi at beachside campsites amongst
banana palms and papaya trees.

A warm welcome greets us in local villages. A village meal can
be arranged as well as traditional dancing. We can fish with the
locals, get out the football to play with the kids, and visit a
nearby school and traditional markets, the local craftsmen being
famous for their artifacts including unique Malawi chairs and
wooden giraffes.

A “dress up theme party” is usually scheduled and the markets
in Mzuzu are the place to pick up your gear.

On the Lake itself we enjoy a wide variety of water sports
including canoeing and scuba diving. Bareback horse riding in
the lake is always popular too.

Distance, Day 21: 498 kms

Distance, Day 22 or 23: 235 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 21:11 hours (depending on border)
Est. Drive Time, Day 22 or 24: +/- 5 hours incl. shop for
shopping
Meals: X4 Breakfasts, X4 Dinners

Optional excursions: Water sports, including snorkelling,
canoeing, scuba diving and pedalo hire, horse riding, village
walk, wood carving lesson.

Days 25 – 26: Lake Malawi to South Luangwa
National Park, Zambia
We leave the shores of Lake Malawi and travel to the border to
cross into Zambia. Here we head for one of the country’s
national treasures – South Luangwa National Park.
Slightly off the beaten track, Luangwa is a stunning national
park with high populations of game, including 60 different
animal species and 400 different bird species.

On our full day in the park, we have time to relax by the pool
and enjoy the wonderful African bush surrounds, with the
chance for a game drive or walk in the morning and also in the
evening. The evening drive gives you the chance to see some of
Africa’s nocturnal and more elusive animals such as the leopard
and genet.

Distance, Day 25: 600 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 25: +/- 11 hours (depending on the
border) and incl. stops for shopping and lunch
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Included wildlife activity: X1 game drive in South Luangwa
National Park
Vehicle for game drive: Open 4x4 safari vehicle

Optional excursions: Extra game drive or walk, South Luangwa
National Park.

Days 27 – 28: South Luangwa to Lusaka
We now make our way to the Zambian capital, Lusaka. Here we
have a chance to stock up on supplies, and then camp in a
small private game farm where zebra wander around the camp.
Distance over two days: 560 kms

Est. Drive Time, Day 27: +/- 6 hours incl. stop for lunch and
shopping
Est. Drive Time, Day 28: +/- 6 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Days 29 – 30: Lusaka to Lake Kariba, Zimbabwe
Allocated for the optional stay on the Lake Kariba houseboats
Arriving at Lake Kariba we can spend a couple of nights on a
houseboat for some luxury away from our overland truck; a
break from sleeping in tents and camp cooking. The boats have
bedrooms and a kitchen, as well as a bar and jacuzzi. A chef is
provided as well. Cruising the lake by day, elephants, buffalo,
water buck and other antelope can be seen by the water’s edge
as well as hippo and crocodile in the lake.

The houseboat also has its own motorised tender boat that can
take us out fishing or for a game cruise, and guided walks can
be arranged on one of the islands in the lake.

Distance, Day 29: 208 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 29: 4 - 5 hours depending on the border
and incl. photo stop at Lake Kariba dam wall
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursion: Houseboat cruise on Lake Kariba.
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Days 31 - 32: Kariba to Great Zimbabwe Ruins
We disembark from the houseboats and then leave the banks of
the reservoir and head into the farmlands of Zimbabwe to the
bustling town of Chinhoyi for supplies and to camp for a night.

The next day, onto the Great Zimbabwe Ruins. The Ruins are
the remains of the ancient capital of the Shona people which
was constructed between the 11th – 15th century. There are
three main areas of ruins known as Dzimba dzamabwe (“stone
houses”) from which modern-day Zimbabwe gained its name.
These were formed using the dry stone technique, completely
without mortar. The term “Great” distinguishes these rock
constructs as different to smaller formations in the region and
Great Zimbabwe are known to be the largest collection and
most impressive ruins south of the Sahara.

Distance, Day 31: 249 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 31: +/- 6 hours incl. shopping stop
Distance, Day 32: 440 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 32: 9 hours incl. shopping and lunch stops
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Days 33 - 34: Great Zimbabwe Ruins to Bulawayo
Travelling to Bulawayo we make arrangements for our time in
Matopos National Park.

The haunting landscape of large balancing granite boulders, lead
Mzilikazi, founder of the Ndebele nation, to give the area its
name - Matopos - which means ‘Bald Heads’. Cecil Rhodes and
several other leading early white settlers are buried amongst the
rocky outcrops. There are also exquisite San Bushmen cave
paintings found in the hills.

Matopos National Park is home to both black and white rhino,
giraffe, hippo, leopard and has a wonderful amount of birdlife
including black eagle. In this wonderful setting we take game
drives and trek rhino on foot with one of Zimbabwe’s most
knowledgeable professional guides.

Distance, Day 33: 307 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 33: 3 - 4 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Included activities: Visit to Great Zimbabwe with guided tour,
Game drive and rhino trek, Matopos National Park
Vehicle for game drive: Open 4x4 safari vehicle

Optional excursions: Extra game drives in Matopos National
Park, Afternoon visit to rock paintings and Cecil Rhodes’ grave
or a Ndebele Village.

Days 35 - 37: Bulawayo to Victoria Falls
We travel today to Victoria Falls and the mighty Zambezi River,
our last destination.

There is an immense amount to do here, everything from gorge
swinging to micro lighting and bungee jumping, from whitewater
rafting to canoe trips and horse riding. The sunset cruise on the
Zambezi is another highlight.

Take your time while you are here to wander in the National
Park to view the Falls. Made up of 5 separate water falls
stretching over a 1,688 meter width and plummeting 100
metres into the gorge, Victoria Falls produces the largest sheet
of falling water in the world. The spray typically rises to a height
of over 400 metres, and sometimes even twice as high, and is
visible from up to 50 kilometres away - a truly awe inspiring
destination in which to spend the last nights of your overland
tour.

Distance, Day 35: 438 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 35: +/- 7 hours incl. a stop for lunch
Meals, Day 35: X1 Breakfast

Optional excursions: Rainforest walk – Victoria Falls, whitewater
rafting, riverboard, bungee jump, gorge swing, flying fox and zip
line, ‘Flight of Angels’, canoe trip, horse riding and a sundowner
cruise.

Please note safari itineraries are given as a guide only.
A safari is a journey and true journeys in Africa unfold
and are of an adventurous nature. The unexpected can
arise, so do allow for this.
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