
Day 1: Nairobi to Naivasha 
On Day One we collect from two pick up points: the Heron Hotel
or Wildebeest Eco Camp this morning.  By 11 AM we depart
Kenya’s capital for Lake Naivasha, taking the scenic drive across
the Rift Valley. On the way we stop to take photos at the Rift
Valley Look-Out. The drive gives us as well our first glimpse of
rural Africa.

Arriving early afternoon we head out on a hippo cruise on the
lake and then, on our return, we relax at camp, listening to the
sounds of the black and white colobus monkeys living in and
around the campsite. A departure meeting is arranged in the
late afternoon.

Distance: 91 kms
Est. Drive Time: 2 hours incl. lunch stop at the Look-Out
Meals: X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Hippo cruise Lake Naivasha

Day 2: Naivasha to Loita Hills
The following morning we are on the bumpy and dusty road
heading for the remote plateau of the Masai Mara, Kenya’s
most famous game reserve. 

En route we overnight at Loita Hills for a stay with the Maasai,
East Africa’s most renowned ancient people who proudly retain
so many of their traditional ways.

This afternoon we walk in the hills with the warriors to learn
about traditional life in the bush. We will also visit a women’s
village and the local hot springs. Traditional dancing is
performed, and in the evening we spend time with some of the
warriors around the fire to find out more about their culture.

Distance: 154 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours incl. stop for shopping 
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 3 – 4: Loita Hills to the Masai Mara
Up early we have time for some “warrior training” this morning
before we say goodbye to our Maasai hosts.

The Mara game reserve is perhaps best known for being part of
the setting, with the Serengeti in Tanzania, for the famous
wildebeest migration: a constant mass movement of up to 1.5
million wildebeest, accompanied by 600,000 zebra and
Thomson’s gazelle, that migrate between the two parks in tune
with seasonal rains. The ever-vigilant predators, particularly lion
and spotted hyena, closely follow the herds. 

You also have a wonderful chance here to see hippo, crocodile,
elephant and giraffe, as well as an immense variety of bird life. 
Arriving late morning we have two days in the park including 4
game drives in smaller 4x4 vehicles to gives us plenty of
opportunity to see the “Big 5” as well as much more, so do get
your binoculars out and have your cameras on standby. 

Distance, Day 3: 60 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 3: 2 hours 
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Included wildlife activity: X1 morning and X2 afternoon game
drives 
Vehicle for game drives: 4x4 landcruiser with pop up roof

Optional excursion: Balloon safari.

Days 5 - 6: The Masai Mara to Nairobi 
Today we are up very early for our final short morning game
drive in the Mara before we return to the capital. 

We regularly enjoy a night out in one of Nairobi’s famous
restaurants tonight, a great welcome back to the big city, and a
little bit of civilization. 

The following morning there is the option to visit The Giraffe
Centre, where from the elevated walkway you can get up close
and personal with the tallest land animal on the planet,
including endangered Rothschild giraffe. 

Our next stop off is Sheldrick’s Elephant Orphanage to learn a
little about the work being done to save orphaned elephants as
well as enjoy viewing the feeding time. 

Poaching is now an immensely serious and tragic issue
confronting the species, and the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust works
tirelessly on many levels to tackle illegal activities, as well as the
impact on the young elephants. 

Distance, Day 5: 300 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 5: 6.5 hours through to Nairobi incl. lunch
stop
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners (incl. contribution to night
out)

Included wildlife activity: X1 morning game drive, Masai Mara,
Sheldrick’s Elephant Orphanage, The Giraffe Centre 
Vehicle for game drive: 4x4 landcruiser with pop up roof 

Optional excursions: Meal out at restaurant.
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Day 7: Nairobi to Arusha
We travel south to Tanzania through sweeping and often arid
plains dotted with whistling thorn. We cross into Tanzania at
Namanga where you may be tempted by Maasai selling beaded
jewellery and wooden carvings. 

We stop in town for shopping and to change money before
heading to camp.

Distance: 278 kms
Est. Drive Time:  +/- 7 hours (depending on the border) incl.
stops for lunch and shopping 
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Day 8: Arusha to Simba Camp, Ngorongoro Crater
This morning we leave Arusha, and the shadow of Mount Meru
to drive through Maasai towns and villages to reach the gate to
the Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area. We now transfer to
open-top 4x4 vehicles and have the services of a local
Tanzanian guide to head down on to the Crater floor. 

The Ngorongoro Crater is a large, unbroken volcanic caldera,
formed 2 - 3 million years ago. It is home to the “Big 5” and a
Noah’s ark for wildlife including lion, leopard, elephant, rhino,
buffalo, wildebeest, zebra, cheetah, hyena, jackal, warthog and
more. 

We stop for photos at the Lookout on the edge of the Crater for
a vast panoramic view over this ancient landscape. Tonight our
camp is high up on the Crater rim. Rug up, as temperatures
drop!

Distance: 195 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 - 4 hours incl. photo stops
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Afternoon game drive, Ngorongoro
Crater.
Vehicle for game drive: 4x4 landcruiser with pop up roof

Day 9: Simba Camp to Ngiri Camp, central Serengeti
Maasai villages are dotted around the countryside and the
traditional farmers, easily spotted in their bright Maasai attire,
can be seen watching their herds of goats and cows, with their
clanging bells providing a rustic soundtrack. 

We travel on through the Conservation Area and are on the
move now heading to the open plains of the Serengeti, entering
Serengeti at Naabi Gate for afternoon game drives in the
comfort of overland truck. In the truck you are at elevation and
there are very large open windows allowing wonderful views
across the park as we drive.

We have travelled now to the very centre of this vast park where
we camp for the evening. 

Distance: 161 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours 
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activities: Morning slow transit drive in
Ngorongoro Conservation Area. Afternoon game drives,
Serengeti National Park.
Vehicle for game drives: Overland truck 

Optional excursion: Maasai village visit.

Day 10: Ngiri Camp to Bunda
With an early start for more game drives we scan the grasslands
in anticipation as to what we can see this morning. 

The Serengeti is home to giraffe, buffalo, elephant, wildebeest,
gazelle, zebra, baboon, and dik dik plus much more, and don’t
forget to check the trees for leopard. 

Lions and cheetah are other predators that might be seen, as
well as African hunting dogs. Hippos laze in pools, occasionally
exiting the water to show off their impressive size, and birds are
in abundance from roller and weaver birds to lovebirds,
secretary birds, kori bustards and ostriches. 

We exit on the western side having now driven across the entire
park over the last 24 hours. Entering a smaller sub area of the
Serengeti Conservation Area, known as the Grumeti Reserve, we
slowly transit this last area of game reserve. We arrive late in
Bunda to camp at the base of the Balili Hills. 

Those who want to stretch their legs enjoy a hike on Balili Hills
for some wonderful views. 

Distance: 160 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours from Ikoma Gate incl. lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Included wildlife activity: Morning game drives, Serengeti
National Park 
Vehicle for game drives: Overland truck 

Optional excursions: Ballooning in the Serengeti, Hill walk.

Days 11 – 12:  Bunda to Mwanza, Lake Victoria 
Our next campsite is by Lake Victoria in Mwanza, Tanzania’s
second largest city. Look out for the boats of local fishermen,
fishing for perch and tilapia, and the stunning rock formations
on the waters edge. 

The next day is a free day to relax by the lake and explore the
old town of Mwanza, doing some shopping and catch up on
internet. 

Distance, Day 11: 156 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 11: 3 - 4 hours
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Day 13: Mwanza to Nyakanazi
Traveling further into rural Tanzania, we head to Nyakanazi,
where we stay in a very basic local guesthouse. The local
children often take us for a simple informal tour around the
village. Well away from Western luxuries, this stay over is a
chance for a taste as to what life is like for local people, away
from the beaten tourist track. The “Mama” at the guesthouse
cooks a local meal for us. 

Distance: 275 kms
Est. Drive Time: 9 hours incl. lunch stop
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Days 14 - 15: Nyakanazi to Kigali, Rwanda
Rwanda is a very small country and known as “the Land of a
Thousand Hills” located near the centre of the continent.
Entering at Rusomo Falls, our first stop is the capital, Kigali,
which sits across several hills in the centre of the country. 

After a night in the capital, we visit the Genocide Memorial and
Museum this morning. The Memorial and Museum is a sobering
reminder of the horror of the 1994 genocide which spanned
over a 100 day period between April and July during which the
Hutu Power movement slaughtered up to a million Tutsi and
politically moderate Hutu people. 
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The rest of the day is free to explore Kigali city including local
markets, the Nyamirambo Women’s Centre or perhaps visit
another memorial site such as Nyamata.

Distance, Day 14: 260 kms
Est. Drive Time, Day 14: +/- 10.5 hours (depending on the
border) incl. lunch stop
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Visit to the Kigali Genocide Museum, visit
to the Nyamata Memorial. 

Day 16: Kigali to Musanze
From Kigali a few hours drive north brings us to Musanze a
small town near the Uganda border. 

Here you can try your hand at banana beer making and basket
weaving with the help of local women who have established a
very simple community venture at the campsite.

Distance: 115 kms
Est. Drive Time: 3 hours 
Meals: X1 Breakfast, X1 Dinner

Optional excursions: Banana beer making, basket weaving, hike
or cycling tour.

Days 17 - 18: Musanze to Kisoro, Uganda 
Day 17 there is the option to head off on the steep trek to visit
Dian Fossey's grave, the American primatologist and
conservationist who undertook an intensive study of the species
and spent her life working for their survival. Her murder remains
shrouded in mystery.

Leaving Musanze we head off past tea plantations to the
mountain region in Uganda where we are based while trekking
the endangered mountain gorillas.  We spend these next two
nights at a simple local guesthouse in the border town of Kisoro
surrounded by the Virunga Mountains.

At altitudes of up to 3,500 feet gorilla trekking through dense
vegetation on the volcanic slopes of the Virungas, is one of the
trip’s high points. The gorillas are magic to visit. Herbivores, who
munch the day away, when they are not playing or sleeping,
they live in family groups under the charge of an older dominant
male. Known as the silverback, this adult male can weigh up to
350 lbs. Despite their size, the gorillas are shy, gentle and
sensitive creatures, in great danger of extinction.

Whilst here in Kisoro many enjoy a hike to see a troupe of the
golden monkeys in the lower reaches of the forest too.  
We can also arrange a visit to the Batwa or Pygmy indigenous
peoples who have been relocated from their traditional home in
the forest. Alternatively a Pygmy dance troupe are invited to our
camp to entertain with some traditional drumming. 

Distance, Day 17: 51 kms 
Est. Drive Time, Day 17: 3 hours (depending on the border)      
Meals: X2 Breakfasts, X2 Dinners

Optional excursions: Mountain gorilla trek (Uganda), visit to Dian
Fossey’s grave, golden monkey trek or coffee tour. Batwa
(Pygmy) village visit or orphanage visit, Canoe Lake Mutande.

Notes: If you wished to trek the gorillas in Rwanda please let us
know at the earliest prior to booking. For those wishing to visit
Dian Fosseys grave please let us know with good notice before
the tour. For this excursion you will transfer late on day 17 after
the Fossey trek to catch the group up in Kisoro ready for your
gorilla trek on day 18.
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Day 19: Kisoro, Uganda to Kigali, Rwanda
Today we say our farewells and head back to the capital city. 
We usually arrive by mid afternoon into Kigali.

Distance: 136 kms
Est. Drive Time: 5 hours (depending on the border)
Meals: X1 Breakfast

Please note safari itineraries are given as a guide only. 
A safari is a journey and true journeys in Africa unfold and
are of an adventurous nature. Feel free to give us a call
about your safari plans. We look forward to your further
enquiries.


